[Tumorous extragenital manifestation of lymphogranuloma venereum].
A 36-year-old homosexual man presented with a 3-week history of pin-head-sized vesicles on the lower lip followed by a tumorous infiltrate, cervical lymphadenopathy and episodic fevers. Laboratory findings included striking leukocytosis and elevated inflammatory markers. Serologically,anti-chlamydial antibodies (IgG, IgA,IgM) were present. The histological findings were compatible with a chlamydial infection; PCR examination of the tumor and lymph nodes was positive for Chlamydia trachomatis DNA. Treatment with doxycycline (2x 100 mg/daily p.o. for 3 weeks) led to rapid improvement. Lymphogranuloma venereum is a relatively rare, worldwide illness, more common in tropical and sub-tropical zones. In Germany, there are 10-50 cases reported annually but many cases go unreported. The causative organism is Chlamydia trachomatis, serotypes L1-3. The transfer occurs through skin or mucous membrane contact with an infected partner. In the advanced stage, the infection can lead to marked internal organ involvement. The special features of our case include the extragenital manifestation and the tumorous appearance of the illness which is very rarely diagnosed in Germany.